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MEMOIR OF RICHARD BAXTER. 
From Mipoteron’s Evancericak 
Biocrapzxr. 

{Concluded from page 108. ] 


He wrote several excellent books a- 
gaiust the impudent atheism of this loose 
aye. In them he establishes the funda- 
mental principle, upon which the whole 
fabric of christianity is burit; that after 
his short uncertain life,there is a future 
state of happines or misery, equally eter- 
nal, and that death is the last irrevoca- 
ble step into that unchangeable state. 
From hence it follows, by infallible con- 
sequence, that the reasonable creature 
should prefer the interest of the soul be- 
fore that of the body, and secure eternal 
life. This being laid, he proved the 


christian religion to be the only way of 


fallen .nban’s being restored to the favour 
of God, and obtaining a blessed immor- 
tality. This great argument he manages 
with that clearness and strength, that 
hone can refuse assent unto it, without 
denying the infallible principles of faith, 
and the evident principles of nature. 

He also pee some warm discour- 
ses, to apologize for the preaching of dis- 
senting ministers, and to excite them to 
Co their duty. He did not think that 
the act of uniformity could disoblige 
them from the exercise of their office. — 
ltis true, magistrates aré titular gods, 
by their deputation and vicegerency, but 
subordinate and accountable to God a- 
hove. Their laws have no binding torce 
Upon the conscience, but trom his com- 
wand and ifcontrary to his laws are to 
he disobeyed. ‘The tministers consecra- 


ied to the service of God, are under a 
Morel perpetual obligation of preaching 


the saving truths of the gospel, az they 
have opportunity. There needs no mir- 
aculous testimony of their commission 
from Heaven,to authorize the doing their 
ordinary duty. | 
In some points of modern controversy 

he judiciously chose the middle way, and 
advised young divines to follow it. His 
reverence of the divine punty, made him 
very holy and jealous of any doctrine 
that seemed to reflect a blemish and 
siain uponit. Ile wasa clear asserter 
of the sovereign freeness, aud infallible 
efficacy of divine grace, in the @pnversi- 
on of souls. In a sermon reciting the 
words of the covenant of grace, * I will 
put my fear into their hearts, and the 

shall not départ from me 3” Jer. xxxin 
40. he observes the tenor of it was, “I 
will,and youshall.” Divine grace makes 
the rebellious will obedient, but dues not 
make the will tobe no will.* By the 
i!lumination of the mind, the will is in- 
clined to obedieuce, according to the 
words of our Saviour, “ All that have 
heard, and learned of the Father, come 
unto me.” He preached, that the death 
of Christ was certainly effectual for all 
the elect, to make them partakers of 


* If a meaner pen may be allowed to at- 


tempt an eclaircisement ; this nd sub. 
ject may be stated thus.—“ Divi e vives 
treeddm to the will, by taking off thle ehty 


prejudices and oppressions of sin, Which bore 
it down or carried it away from i'# q@wn origi- 
nal liberty and happiness. When these fet. 
ters were removed, the illum nation of grace 
presented to the will ali the beauty of holiness, 
which could not but close with it both in ad- 
miration and des. re. ‘Thus sinners are saved 
freely by grace, and yet it is their own free-will; 
not that which is corrupted and enslaved, but 
that which is hbera‘ed and renewed.” Every 
reader will remember, how analagous this is to 
the representation of the scriptures, which 
describes natural men in « state of bendage un 
der ein and Satan 
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grace and clory sand that it was so far 
beneficial to all men, that they are not 
left in the same desperate state with the 
fajlen angels. but are made capabie of sai- 
vation by the grace of the Gospel, not ca- 
pable as efficients to convert themselves, 
but as subjects to receive a saviuig grace. 
He did so honour the sincerity of God, as 
entirely to believe his willdec!aredin his 
word : he would not inferpret the promi- 
ges of the gospel in a Jess gracious sense 
than God intended thems therefore. if 
men finally perish, it is not for want of 
merey in God, ner merits ta Cleist, but 
for wilfal refusing salvation. 

His books of practical divinity have 
been elfectual for more numerons con- 
vers ons of sinners te Ged, than any 
prmted in our time: and while the 
church remains on earth, wilt be of eon- 
tinual efficacy to recover fost souls. 
There is @ vigourous pulse in therm frat 
keeps the reader awake and attentive. 


His book of © The Saints everlasting 


Rest,” was written languishing in the 
suspence of life and death, but has the 
signatures of his holy and vigorous mind. 
To allure our desires, he unvails the 
sanctuary above. and discovers the glory 
and joys of the blessed in thedivine pre- 
sence, by a light so strong and lively, 
that all the glittering vanities of this 
world vanish in that comparison, and a 
sincere believer willdespise then, as one 
af mature age does the toys and baubles 
of children. To excite our fear, he re- 
moves the screen, and makes the ever- 
lasting fire of hell so visible, and repre- 
sents the formepting passionsof the damn- 
ed in those dreadful colours, that, ifduly 
considered, would check and controu! 
the unbridled licentious appetites of the 
most senstial wretches. 

His “Call to the Unconverted :” how 
small ifemalk, but how powerful invirtue! 
‘Trut aks in it with that authority 
and efieacy, that tt makes the reader 
lav his hand upon fis heart. and find he 
has a sou! and 2 conscience, thowgh he 
lived belore as if he had none. He told 
sume frends, that six brothers were con- 
verted by reading that Call; and that 
every week he received letters of some 
converted by his books. This he spake 
with most humble thankfulness, that 
God was pleased to use him as an ivstru- 
meut for the salvation of souls. 






He that was ss ecliciicus for the sat. 
vation of others, was net neglivent of his 
own; butas regular love requires, his 
first care was fo prepare hivself for hea. 
ven. In him the virtues of the conterm. 
plative and active lite were eminently y- 
nited. His time was spent in commn- 
nion with Ged, and in charity to men. 
He iived above the sensible world, and 
in solitude and silence conversed wit 
God. The frequent and serious medira. 
tion of eternal things, was the pewerlul 
means to make his heart holy and he. 
venty, and from thence his conversa lini, 
His life was a practical sermon, a draw- 
ingexaimpie. “There was an air of hunn’- 
lity and sanctity in his mortified counte 
nance: and his deportment was been. 
ing a stranger upon earth, and a citizen 
of heaven. 

Though all divine graces, the fruit vo: 
the Spirit, were visibie in his conversi- 
tion, yet some were more eminent. Hr- 
mility is fo ether graces as the morbing 
star is to the sun, that coes before it, an! 
follows it in the eveninu : hamility pre- 
pares us for the receiving of grace, God 
gives grace tothe hunibie : aud it follows 
the exercise of graces not [, says the 
Apostle. but the grace of God in ne— 
{n Mr. Baxter there was a rare umn o! 
sublime knowledge, and other spiritual 
excellencies, with the lowest opinien vi 
himself. He wrote to one that senta 
letter to him tull of expressions of honour 
and esteem, * You do admire one you 
de not know: knowledge will cure the 
error. ‘The more we know of God, me 
more reason we see to admire lim + bu! 
our knowledge of the creature discore:: 
its imperfections, and lessens our e- 
steem.” ‘To the same person, expres 
ing his veneration of him for his excehe! ' 
gifts and graces, he replied with he’. 
“ T have the remainders of pride witli 
ine: how dare you blow up the sparks 
of it?” He desired some ministers, lis 
chosen friends, to meet at his house, at 
spend a day in prayer, for his directs 
ina matter of moment: before the du 
was begun he said, “« { have desired yo" 
assistance at this time, because I belies: 
God will sooner hear your prayers (2! 
mine.” He imitated St. Austin bot! | 


his penitential confessions and retrac'* 
tions. In conjunction with humibtr'* 
had great candour for others. He cow 
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willingly bear with nersona of differing 
sentiments: he would not prostitute his 
own judgment, nor ravish another’s. He 
Jid not over-esteein himself, nor under- 
value others. Ike would give liberal en- 
comiums of many conforming divines.* 
o was severe to himself, but candid iu 

»cusing the faults of others. Whereas, 
the busy enquirer, and censurer ef the 
fulis of others, 18 usually the easy ne- 
civeter of his own. 

self-denial and contempt of the world, 
were shining graces in him. I never 
Knew aay person less indulgent to him- 
celf, and more indifferent to his temporal 
interest. ‘The offer of a bishopric was 
no temptation to him: for his exalted 
suit! despised the pleasure and profits 
which others so earnestly desire; he 
valued not an empty title upen his tomb. 


Ilis patience was truly chiistian. God 
does often try his children by afflictions, 
tv exercise their graces, to occasion their 
victory, and to entitle them toa trium- 
pant ‘felicity. 

This saint was tried by many afflieti- 
ons. Weare very tender of our repu- 
tation: his name was obscured under a 
cloud of detraction. Many slanderous 
darts were thrown at him. He was 
charged with schism and sedition. He 
Was accused for his Paraphrase on the 
New Testament, as guilty of disloyal 
aspersions upon the government, and 
condemned, unheard, toa a prison, where 
be rem: soed for some years. But he 
was so far from being moved at the un- 
righteous prosecution, that he joyfully 
said to a constant friend, * What could 
| desire more of Ged, than after having 
served him to my power, I should now 
be called to suffer for him ?” One, who 
had been a fierce dissenter, was after- 
ward rankled with an opposite heat, and 
very contumeliously in « writings re- 
fected upon Mr. Baxter, who calmly 
endured his contempt: and when the 
“ne person published a learned dis- 
course in defence of christianity, Mr. 


” As he gave encomiums of others, he had 
much said to his honour bv many. Sir Mat- 
vew Hale spake highly of his piety and learn- 
g, before all the judges at the table at Ser- 
Can’’s Inn, at the tine when he was in prison 
‘pon the Oxford act. And see the testimony 
‘others at the close of the account of his live, 
ixed to his prastical works, in folio, 
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Baxter said, “ I forgive him all for his 
writing that book.” Indeed he wus so 
much the more truly honourable, as he 
was thougkt worthy of the hatred of some 
persons. 

It is true, the censures znd repreach- 
es of ethers, whom he esteemed and lov- 
ed, touched him in the tender part. But 
he, with the great Apostle, counted ita 
smail thing to be judged by man’s s day, 
He was entire to his conscience, and in- 
dependent upon the opinion of others.* 
But his patience was more emimently 
tried by his continual pains and lan- 
guishing. Martyrdom is a more easy 
way of “dying, ig ey the combat and the 
victory are finished at ence, than te dhe 
by degrees every day. fis coroplaints 
were ‘frequent ; but who ever heard an 
unsubmissive ward drop froin his lips? 
He was not put out of his patience, nor 
out of the possession of himself. In his 
sharp pains he said, “ I have a rational 
patience, anda believing patience, though 
sense would recoil.” 

fis pacific spirit was a clear charac- 
ter of his being a child of God. Tow 

ardently he endeavoured to cement the 
breaches among ua, which others widen 
and keep open, is publicly known. 
He said toa friend “Ican as willingly 
be a martyr for love as for amy article in 
the creed.” It is strange to astonish- 
ment, that those, who agree in the sub- 
stantial and great points of the reformed 
relizion, and are of differing sentiments 
only in things not so clear, nor of that 
moment, as these wherein the y consent, 
should still be opposite parties. Me. 
thinks, the remembrance how our divisi- 
ons lately exposed us to our wateliful ad. 
versary, and were almost fatal to the in- 
terest of religion, should conciliate our 
affections. Our common danger and 


common deliverance, should prepare our 


spirits for a sincere cud firin wnton -— 
when our sky was so withoala glimmer- 


* The honourable Mr. Boyle declared Mr. 


Baxter to be the fittest man of the age to be « 
casuist, because he feared no man’s displea- 
sure, hor hoped for any man’s preferment, 

Bishop Burnet, in his life of Sir Matthew 
Hale, records it, that “Ife held great conver- 
sation with Mr. Baxter, who was his neighbor 
at Acton, on whom he looked as a 
great devotion and piety, and of avery subtle 
and quick apprehension.” 

Burnet’s Life, &c. p. 75. 
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jug horizon, then by a new dawning of 
God’s wonderful providence, a deliverer 
appeared, our gracious sovereign, king 

iam the LI]. who has the honour o 
@stablishing our religion at home, and 
gives us hopes of restoring it abroad, in 
places from whence it has been so un- 
righteously and cruelly expelled. May 
the union of his protestant subjects in re- 
ligious things, so desired by wise and 

ood men, beaccomplished by his prince- 
ycounciland aythority. Integrity with 
charity would remove those things that 
have so long disunited us. 1 return 
from this digression. 

Love to the souls of men, was the pe- 
culiar character of Mr, Baxter’s spirit. 
In this he imitated and honoured our Sa- 
viour, who prayed, died, and lives for 
the salvation of souls. All his natural 
and supernatural endowments were sub- 
servient to this blessed end, It was his 
meat and drink, the life and jay of his 
life, to do yosd to souls, His industry 
was almost incredible in his studies: he 
had a sensitive nature desirous of ease 
as others have, and faint faculties ; yet 
such was the continual application of 
himself to his great work, as if the labour 
of one day had supplied strength for an- 
other, and the willingness of the spirit 
had supported the weakness of the flesh. 
In his usual conversation, his serious, 
frequent, and delightful discourse was of 
divine things, to enflame his friends with 
the love of heaven. He received with 
tender compassion and condescending 
kindness, the meanest that came to him 
for counsel and consolation, He gave in 
one year a hundred pounds to buy bibles 
for the poor He has in his will dispo- 
sed of all that remains of his estate, after 
the legacies to his kindred, for the bene- 
fit of the souls and bodies of the poor.— 
He continued to preach so long, notwith- 
standing his wasted languishing body, 
that, the last time, he almost died in the 

ulpit. It would have been his joy to 
have been transfigured in the mount. 

Not long after his last sermon, he felt 
the approaches of death, and was confin- 
ed to fis sick bed, Death reveals the 
secrets of the heart; then words are spo- 
ken with most feeling and least affecta- 
tion, This excellent saint was the same 


in his Jife and death : his last hours were 
Spent in preparing others and himself to 


appear before God. He said to bi 
friends that visited him, “ You come hi. 
ther to learn to die, [am not the only 
person that must go this way: I can as. 
sure you that your whole life, be it neve, 
so long, is little enougn to prepare fo; 
death. Have a care of this vain deceit. 
ful world, and the lust of the flesh : be 
sure yoy chouse God for your portion, 
heaven for your home, Ged’s glory for 
your end, his word for your rule, and 
then you need never fear but we shall 
meet wih comfort.” 

Never was penitent sinner more hun- 
ble aud debasing himself, never wasa 
sincere believer mare calm and comforta- 
ble. He acknowledged himself to be the 
vilest dunghill worm (it was his usual 
expression) that ever went to heaven.— 
He admired the divine condescension to 
ys. often saying, * Lord, what is man ? 
What am I vile worm to thegreat God?” 
Many times he prayed, God be merciful 
tome a sinner! and blessed God, that 
that was left upon record in the gospel, 
as an effectual prayer. Ile said, bod 
may justly condemn me for the best du. 
ty | ever did: and all my hopes are from 
the free mercy of God in Christ 3” which 
he often prayed for. 

After a slumber he waked and said, 
‘T shall rest from my labour :’ a minister 
then present said,¢and your works follow 

ou:’ To whom he wil 2 “ No works, 
T will leave out works, if God will grant 
me the other.” Whenafriend was com- 
forting him with the remembrance of the 
good, which many had received by his 

reaching and writings, he gaid, * T war 
but a pen in God’s hand; and what praise 
is due toa pen ?” 

His resigned submission to the will of 
God in his sharp sickness, was eminent 
When extremity of pain constrained him 
earnestly to pray to God for his release 
by death, he would check himself; “ It 
is not fit for me to prescribe,” and said, 
« When thou wilt, what thou wilt, how 
thou wilt.” 

Being in great anguish, he said, « 0 
how unsearchable are his ways. and his 
paths past finding out ! thereaches of his 
sof a we eannot fathem:” and to 
his friends, “ Do not think the worse of 
religion for what you see me suffer.” 
Being often asked by his friends, how 1t 
was with his inward man, he replied, * ! 





jess God I have a well grounded assur- 
ance of my eternal happiness, and great 
peace and comfort within: but it was 
nix trouble he could nottriumphantly ex- 
ress it, by reason of his extreme pains.— 
He said, “ Flesh must perish, and we 
must feel the perishing of it: and that 
though his judgement submitted, yet 
sense would giill make him groan.” 

Being asked by a person of quality, 
» Whether he had not great joy from his 
believing apprehensions of the invisible 
state ?? He replied, «© What else think 
you christianity serves for ? He said, 
i The consideration of the Deity in bis 
glory and greatness, was too high for our 
thoughts; but the consideration of the 
Son of God in our nature, and of the 
saints in heaven whom he knew and lov- 
ed, did much sweeten and familiarize 
heaven tohim.” ‘The description ofhea- 
ven in the xiith chapter to the Hebrews 
and the 22d verse, was most comfortabie 
tohim: thathe was going to the « tinu- 
werable company of angels, and to the 
general assembly and church of the first 
born, whose names are written inheayen: 
and to God the judge of all, and to the 
spirits of just men made perfect ; and te 
Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, 
and tothe blood of sprinkling, that speak- 
eth better things than the blood of Abel.” 
“That scripture, he said, deserved a 
thousand thousand thoughts :”’ he said, 
“ QO how comfortable is that promise, 
Eye hath not seen, nor car heard, neither 
hath it entered into the heart of man to 
conceive the things Ged has laid up for 
those who love him.” 

At another time he said, & That he 
found great comfort and sweetness in re- 
peating the words of the Lord’s Prayer, 
and was sorry that some good people 
were prejudiced against the use of it ; for 
there were all necessary petitions for soul 
and body contained jn it.” 

At other times he gave excellent coun- 
sel to young winisters that visited him, 
and earnestly prayed to God to bless 
their labours and make them very suc- 
cessful in converting many souls to 
Christ. And he expressed great joy in 
the hopes that God would do a great deal 
uf good by them and that they were of 
uoderate peaceful spirits. 

He did often pray that God would be 
wercitul to this miserable distracted 
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world: and that he would preserve his 
church and interest in it. 

He ativised his friends to beware of 
self-conceitedness. as a sin that was like- 
ly to ruin tis nation: and said,“ [have 
written a book against it, which I am a- 
fraid has done littie ood.” 

Being asked wheter he had altered 
his mind tn controversial points, he said, 
« Those that please, may ‘ors my mind 
in my writings: and what he had done 
was not for his own reputation, but the 
glory of God.” 

[went to him with a very worth 
friend, Mr. Mather, of New-Bnelaai, 
the day before he died, and speakin 
some coinforting words tuhim, he eked, 
sj have pain, tere is no arguing against 
sense, but I have peace, | have peace.” 
I told him, ¢ You are now approaching 


to your long-desired home.” He an- 
swered * I believe, | believe.” He said 


to Mr. Mather, * [ bless God that you 
have accomplished your business; the 
Lord prolong your fife,” 

Ife expressed a great willingness to 
die; and during his sickness, when the 
question was asked, how he did, his an- 
swer was, * Almost well.” Tlis joy was 
remarkable, when in his own a iprehen- 
sions death was nearest: and his spiri- 
tual joy at length was consummated in 
eternal joy. 

Thus lived and died that blessed saint. 
L have, without any artifictal fiction of 
words, given a sincere account of him. 
Ail our tears are below the just grief for 
such an invaluable loss. It is the com- 
fort of his friends, that he enjoys a bless- 
ed reward in heaven, and has left a pre- 
cious remembrance on the earth. 


Thus far Dr. Bates. To this may be 
added from Mr. Silvester a short account 
of his person. He was tall and slender, 
and stooped much: his countenance 
composed and grave, somewhat inclining 
io smile. He had a piercing eye, a very 
articulate speech, and his deportment 
rather plain than complimental. He had 
a great command over his thoughts. He 
had that happy faculty, so as to answer 
the character that was given of him bya 
learned man, dissenting from him, after 
a discourse with him: which was, ¢ That 
he could say what he would, and he 
could prove what he said.’ 
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it isimpossible to read the aceount he 
gives of himself in his © Reliquixe” 
withnent emotion. The sickness and lan- 
guors he underwent almost from his 
ciildhood, and wich he has so patheti- 
cally cescribed,-render tt matter of od mi- 
ration, that such a frame should hold 
wut for seventy-six vears, when, before 
twenty, he complained of a preeoiatara 
senecias, and ail the symptoms of tour- 


score 


The etone, which was generated in his 
kiidnevs, and which he sustained there 
above ftty years, is preserved in the Bri- 
tish Museum. itisalarge blue pebble, 
very much resemoling the shape of a kid- 
ney itself, 

As to the worke of Mr. Baxter, they 
were in number ove bnadred and fifty- 
six. A complete list of them may be 
seen, in the order in which they were 
published, at the end of Dr. Calamy’s 
Abridgement of his Life. His practicai 
works were collected and reprinted in 
1707, in four volumes, folio, with high 
recommendations of them signed by 
thirty-four of the London ministers, a- 
mong whom were many whose attach- 
ment tothe princinles of Calvinism is 
sufficientiv Known: a circumstance pro- 
per te be heid upto the view of those 
more knowing Dissenters in the present 
day. who cannot mention the name of 
haxter without a sneer, nor hear him 
auoted without the suspicion of heresy. 
Vhe chief, however. of his practical 
pieces are well known and highly es- 
tecmed by the best judves. Some of 
these have been lately reprinted and a- 
bridged.* The principal of his contro- 
versial works are,—** Aphorisms of Jus- 
tifteation and the Covenants :” the first 
he published,and as much written against 
as any 3 but though he signified his wish 
that some things had been otherwise ex- 
pressed,and that he had letpersons alone, 
pe adhered to the substance of this book 
to the last. “ Some Pieces upon Infant 
Bapiism, and upon Novcouformity”— 

 Methodus Theologie.” folio. Such as 
evil! excuse the Latia will find more than 
wordinary accuracy in it.  Cathelic 
Theology, folio, designed to shew that 

* The Sunt’s Rest, Dving Thoughts, &c. by 
Mtr. Benjanin Yaweett, and The Reformed 
Pastor, ov Mr. Samuel Palmer. 


there is no considerable difference be. 
tween Arminians and Calvinists.” 4 
book never answered. “ A Treatise of 
Universal Redemption,” printed since 
his death. His * Paraphrase onthe New 
‘festament”’ is not included in the four 
vols. of his practical works. The most 
useful of all his writings seems to have 
been nis “Cail te the Unconverted.” 
which was given away by the Society for 
Promoting Religions Kuowledee. ” Six 
brothers were once converted by reading 
it, 26,000 were dispersed in a little a- 
bove a vear. It was translated into 
the French, Dutch, and other European 
languages : and Mr. Elliot transiated it 
into the Indian. Mr. Cotton Mather 
gives an acogunt of an Tndian prince, 
who was so affected with this whe that 
he sat reading it with teary tdi he died. 
He aiso wrote more prefaces to the books 
of other authors thau avy person in lus 
time. 
= ee ft SO — 

Fo the Editor of the Christian Monitor. 

SiR—The aper which you have un- 
dertaken to edit must necessarily give 
vou trouble. It will, however, I hope, be 
useful. Such a publication is certainly 
very much wanted in our country. 

As Religion is the chief concern of 
man on earth, ifs present state in the 
world cannot be to us a matter of indil- 
ference; and while so many papers are 
employed in detarling the secular occur- 
rences of these eventful times, it cannoi, 
surely, be too much for us to have one, 
at least, in our State, appropriated to the 
service of the sanctuary. 

Great, and I think unexampled, is the 
opposition which has lately been made te 
the Christian cause. And what is the 
result? Is the religion of Jesus Christ 
to be banished from the earth ? Is that 
Name, which has so tong been held in 
profoundest veneration by the whole 
Christian world, likely to be lest in obli- 
vien, or covered with eternal disgrace ° 
It is. indoed, to the ireesistible evidences 
upon which the Gespel rests, that we 
must have recourse for the preper reply 
to enquiries of this nawre. It is, we 
know, in vain to fight against God. ‘The 
stone that was cut out of the mountain 
without hands, must bear down all op- 

ene ' 7 
position, and fill the whole earta. 3 
would, nevertheless, afford us addition™ 











satisfaction to beassared that Christiani- 
ty. instead of losing any thing, appears 
ty have gained much in the ardrous eon- 
fiet. And this satisfaction we expect 
ron the Christian Menitor. 

it is not, however, fam disnosed to 
think, from open and avowed enemies, 
but rather from professed friends—from 
-uch as pervert the truth, and most pre- 

suinptnousl y nndertake to reesncile the 
| of Christ with the maxuns and 
eyrit OF the world, that the Churel has 
mnost to apprehe nd. Now.it will readily 
he ACK knew ledwed, that it is to the law 
and tothe tesftimeny that we mast ap- 
peal as the only intall ible standard of 
truth, J am, nevertheless, of the epim- 
on, that religious sentiments as well 
religious characters may be tested by 
their fruits. These doctrines which have 
been most eminently the power ot God 
to salvation must, undoubtedty . have the 
fairest claim to adivine origin, And in 
ascertaining what these do ctrines are, 
we may expect sume assistance from the 
Christian Monitor. The history of ve- 
vivals, and other religious narratives, 
which it will contain. must neeessaiily 
threw some light upon this luteresung 
subject. 

‘Lhe historical method of communica- 
ting religious instruction has many ac- 
Fant When truth and piety are 
thus embodied, if Imay be allowed that 
expression, they seem ‘to have a readiet 
access to the hear?. “ The fruit of the 
spirit, (Says an in! ied writer,) is love, 

joy. peace, long-sutiering, gentleness, 
gporlives 4 faith. meek: ness, tem iperance. 
let the greatest reprobate conte inplate 
this c' armiug group of lovely ideas, anc 
withhold his approbation ifhe can. But 
when these divine virtues are exhibited 
to our view in diving characters—in the 
life and conversation of some eminent 
disciple, they appear still more engaging, 
and we feel ourselves more within the 
sphere of their assimilating wfluence. 
“it have somewhat against thee because 

thou hast left thy first love.” was the 
heavy y aceusation of our J.ord and Savi- 
eur against the Church of Ephesus. — 
And have we not reason to fear that a 
similar charge might justly be brought a- 
vainst a large proportion of the profes- 
sors of relizion i in onrdav? We most 
doubtedly have. Nor must it be inma- 
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ained, that lukewarmness in religion can 
he less offensive to Christ, or atteridedt 
with less disastrous consequences now 
than in any former ave of tie Church— 
It is, however, very encouraging to ob- 
serve that this Parodieian spirit is not 
universal—that no inconsiderable num- 
ber, awakened from their lethargy, have 
become very * zealous for the Lord of 
Tiests.””) And we have. certainly, rea- 
son to hope that the details furnished by 
the Christian Mouitor of their extraor- 
dinary exertions In the service of their 
Byalsgend Master. will have some tencen- 

ro induc e others to“ Go and de like- 
wise.” 

* Sy this shall cll men know that 
are wy disciples, (says Jesus Christ.) if 
ye have love one to another.’ Thus we 
may see that love tothe brethren is re- 
p: resented as a distinctive characteristic 
of veuuine veligion. ‘lo what then are 
we to ascribe the uncharitable censures 
which so many professed disciples are 
in the constant habit of throwing out a- 
t their brethren of other denomina- 
tions?) Exch sively to the wortm-wood 
and the © ul of party spirit ? | cannot 
allow myself to adept thisepinion. No: 
these invectives,iliberal and unchristian 
as they are, ought, | in many imstances, at 
least, to he chiefly attributed to some 
nusinformation or some pre} judice, nt 
happily taken up without due examina- 

tion. Now, the interesting aceeunts 
which the Christian Monitor will give of 
the united and swecessiul exertions of 
different denominations, in the great 
cause of Vital Christianity,must certain- 
ly hare a tendeney to remove every 
groundless prejudice: and the 
same thing asto soy. that such a paper 
is calculated to render important service 
to the Church of Christ. 


A CORRES?O 


gainst 


this is 


NDENT, 


To the Editor of the Religious Re:membrancer. 


Mr. Scorr, 

Our attention is frequently arrested by 
some pleasing aneciote whicen regards 
the utilitv of the Bible and its salutary 
influenceon the minds of men. Among 
the great variety which have recently at- 
tr acted mV NG tice, the follow, ing, as ine 
serted in the London Evangel cal Maga- 
not tac ines aud 
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perhaps its appearatice in your use: ful pa- 
per may be gratifying to some of your 
readers. 

UTILITY OF THF PInLK. 

As I was walking along the town some 
days since, | met some sailors, who, 
when they saw me coming, said, «That's 
he ! that’s he!’ But instead of meeting 
me on the pavement, they stepped inte 
the road, took off their hats, made very 
low bows, andsaid, * God bless you Sir ! 
God bless you Sir!” At first { thought 
that, seeing me in blacks they were diss 
posed to make ine the object of a little 
pleasantry, and was passing on 3 but be- 
ing struck with the seriousness of their 
countenances and the propriety of their 


deportment, and recollecting the face of 


one or two of them at my place of wor- 
shin, whose attention and tears remarka- 
bly attracted my notice at the time, I 
stopped and said, Well, my lads, do you 
know me? * Yes. Sir,” said one, “ and 
love you toc.” Love me! for what ? 
« Becanse you love mv Master.” Your 
master! who is he> kine Georg? ? 
‘Yes, Sir, and a very good one too ; but 
King Jesus, I mean.” [am very bh apPy 
you consider him your Master ; bu! haw 
did you know me: >? & Because several 
of us heard you yesterday three times, 
and [never had ‘sucha day since | was 
born. Abeut two years ago Iwas as 
wicked a fellow as any in the ship, bue 
when we put into ——-, | went to see an 
aunt of mine, whe talked to me about my 
being such a great sinner—told ne what 
would be the consequence it i continued 
eo, and gave mé a Bible, whieh | prowuis- 
el to read. When Lwent on board [ 
read it, and sean began toieel Ll was a 
vile and a lost sinner: ¢ then read it to 
some of my shipmates, and you cannot 
think what views we had of our fost state, 
and of salvation by Jesus Christ, and that 
without any of man’s instruct.on. 

* When we cane into port, having 
been out near two yea ire, we asked to 
i our Sunday on shore, and the Cap- 
tain gave us leave. We came to hear 
vou three times, and you cannot think 
how [I wondered that vou should know 
‘all Lhad felt. and sometimes I wonder 
now I should have felt all you said.— 
You was describing how a renewed sou! 
pants after holiness. O how sweet that 
was tome! (smiling and weeping) Fain 


anre Ide assincerely long to be holy a 
I do to be happy : : do not you think if 
must be the Spirit of God that made me 
feel this >” Lreplied T hope se, especi- 
ally if your conduct corresponds with 
this profession. One of them answered, 

‘ The Lord knows we have nothing to 
boast of; but blessed be God, I believe 
neither our officers, nor ship-mates, have 
any thing to accuse us of. They would 
not send us on shore forerrands for them, 
if they did not know we were honest and 
sober.? Lam very much pleased with 
your cohversation. What ship do you 
be long to? « The —— frigate, Cap- 
tain Arethereany moreon board, 

ofthe same opinion with yourselves > 
‘ Yes. Sir: there are several of us, when 
opportunity o offers, meet for reading and 
prayer, and we hope there are six of ue 
who are truly born again, who were all 

vile sinners two years age, but have been 
taueht to love God by reading the Bible.” 
—What an encouragement this, to give 
away Bibles and good books ! 


From the London EB vangeli cal Magazine. 





ON LUKE XIX. 7. 


“s He is gone to he a Guest with a mai 
wiro is u@ sinner.” 


Axp mav a wretch so vile as TI, 

To Christ the Lord presume to cry, 
And hope that such a friend as he 
Will he aiguest with guilty me ? 


What matchless mercy. Lord, is thine, 
And condescension al! divine ! 
Compassion gr eat, is found with thee, 


Or thou hadst ne’er been guest with me. 


Come then, thou blessed, fairest One. 
And make my house and heart thy homme} 
O come. and be my constant guest, 

And I shall be completely blest. 


And when I mount these lower skies, 
And from this earth to glory rise ; 
Then shall [ be an honor’ d guest 
With Jesus at the marriage-feast ! 
- — ~~ 
ee All Communications for the 
Christian Monitor, or letters for the E- 
ditor, should be addressed to P. DU- 
VAL, Publisher. 
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